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CURIOSITY : A SOURCE OF RESEARCH 
Prof.  D. N. Pandeya 

 

Curiosity is an important trait of a genious and indeed, a 

source of research as rightly said by Prof. Pandey is this 
paper. It is a natural feature of the human mind that leads 
intellect to deep into the matter and to acquire new 
knowledge. it makes our mind active and observant of new 
ideas. Here, in this chapter, Prof. Pandey has deliberately 
made his attempts to propose the research curiosity defined 

by the Vedic and Post Vedic lit. Ed

 
Curiosity is a natural feature of mind which motivates human beings to 

go in to deep of the matter to find its basic structural ground. This very 
curiosity is a type of an intent that leads human intellect to understand the 
natural but unnoticed substance which strikes the mind of an aspirant. This 
curiosity exists in every creature but most fortunate are human beings who 
have power to express this in refined and defined words. Curiosity flows into 
various streams of thoughts coming out from the knowledge faculty of human 
mind. Sometimes it becomes suppressed by the strong opposite emotional 
elements standing nearby somewhere in mind and sometimes it stands firmly 
in the shed of strong intuitive faculty of brain that sees the matter as a new 
star of light to reflect new world. These all activities of curiosity work on the 
matters and subjects brought to the critical wave of mind by all senses and 
organs. It is all truth that Nature alone is an eternal store house of all 
thoughts. It is the curiosity that discovers the multi angled areas of 
exploration in the house of Nature. Although there are so many reasons 
assumed by the scholars belonging to different disciplines of study for 
research propensity but the modern scholars of research methodoloty, who 
have borrowed their theory of research mechanism or it would be better to 
say that they are not capable to find out the elements of research curiosity 
defined in the Vedic literature and classical Sanscrit literature. The reason 
behind this ignorance is of their incapability of proper comprehension of the 
Sanskrit language, self made image of Sanskrit in the terms of non productive 
orthodoxy and out dated subjects of the Sanskrit literature or the blind 
support of the existing theories of the research methodoloty fabricated by 
some so-called stall wart scholars of the day. Whatever it may be but today 
this subject seems worthy to mention that accordance with change of time 
and pace of progress of society the skill of the quest of anything evolves with 
new vibration. This vibration inkles to see the real state of inquisitive mind in 
the light of our traditional knowledge books of the Veda and the classical 
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Sanskrit literature that includes Indian philosophical schools and when this is 
done in this matter we find that first of all our Vedic seers come fore to lead 
the perfect and straight way of research methodology that rises from the core 
of inside body nearer to perfect soul. For this purpose the scaling, limitation, 
and imaginative intelligence part of mind to run after the defined problem of 
research are necessary to be examined. It means these all elements shown 
above are being conditioned by received knowledge of the concerning subject. 
For that purpose also as our Indian past seers of the Vedas and scriptures 
drop indication that the spiritual practice and the deliberative force of 
educated mind may be an instrument of sure result giving. To develop it, our 
Vedic literature instructs an asprirant of research work to make his mind 
most productive through the practice of meditation. Meditation brings 
calmness to mind and also it successfully washes out unproductive and 
lingering negativity stored in, of human mind. The obstacle, that block natural 
instinct of inquisitive mind, once washed out-the natural light of individual 
soul moves towards its researching subject and turns its way as per the signal 
of research mechanism. When we apply our mind to an infant to show him 
moon-the other useless stuff or common natural substances-such as the top 
portion of a tree and the like that come in his sight shot we make them just as 
magnet rout or circuit to steer up the vision of the infant to send it out to the 
targeted orbit of the moon and ultimately he sees the moon and smiles. The 
same technique of research is deliberated in the Upanishadic literature. For 
instance the chandogyopanishad of the Samveda branch shedding light on 

meditation says-

(7,6) It means an appropriate and rightly practiced meditation itself makes 
appearance of Supreme soul available for an aspirant as we find mentioned in 

vyas bhasya of Patanjal yoga sootra in the terms of : - to mean 

yoga itself may be called-Spiritual Absorption. Here it denotes that 
meditation is a complete and right track to have the glimpse of self that exists 
in each human beings. The constructive role and contribution of Yoga, are for 
having the bliss of Brahma, that also proves the intuitive process of research 
methodology hinted by the upanishadic teachings. It directs us to understand 
that mind, intellect and super ego or deciding faculty of mind make room for 
intuition to have the unseen substance searched out. Now the inquisitive 
mind’s process and the mutual relation of these three (mind, intellect and ego) 
that work together are taken here in, in account for delineation. Our Vedic 
literature teaches us very clearly that super is the mind that thinks to do 
negative or positive works to make fulfilled the internal projected works of 
human beings. Our Vedic seers and the consummate religious teachers of the 
past, who lived their whole life very peacefully in Nature’s inn that was 
secluded place of woods studied the art of understanding the voice of Nature, 
the wave signal of wind and the code words of Nature coming out from the 
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unseen world through trees, forest and through the healthy breeze and soft 
sound of the currents of constant flowing of rivers. This all skill developed by 
them through Nature’s lesions of yoga made them ideal masters of practical 
philosophy-a prime source of all science, what we call to-day by the name of 
Natural science. Though this technique or skill of new findings to day may face 
bad criticism but the fact is that this is the main way of the structuring of the 
inquisitive and creative mind needed for our youth of research society. This is 
the indigenous research device not only for the Sanskrit scholars but for all 
aspirants of the science and technology of India, to bring about the specific but 
reaction less scientific researches for real prosperity of world society. If this 
type of research mechanism is developed the researchers will be qualified to 
judge the bad impact of findings during the period of research through 
intuition. This has been clarified by Acharya Patanjali in his treaty-Yoga 

Sootra as- it 

means as says revered sage Vyaas

IT means, as translates Bangalibaba ‘The Yogi should meditate 
upon whatever may be his choice’. 

The mind, attaining steadiness there, attains the position of 
steadiness in other places also. 

The (Yogi’s) mind, entering into the subtle, attains the position of 
steadiness in to the last extremity of the minutest of minutes. When 
entering into the gross, the position of the steadiness into the last 
extremity of the highest expansiveness comes to his mind. Thus this 
irresistible power following both these extremities, is the highest 
control. The Yogi’s mind entirely full of that Control, does not depend 
any more upon other embellishments produced by practice. 

Though the first approach of the aphorisms applies to the Yogis-
involved in spiritual practices but the suggestive signals of the purprt of these 
aphorisms coming out of the commentary of the great Vyas, is enough to 
understand its use for research work’s technique. 

Though today majority of scholars belonging to psycho-religious 
schools and world philosophers more or less embrace the theory of curiosity 
to proceed towards the research field, but ours scriptures of the most 
antiquarian class have been expressing the thing some differently due to their 
close connectivity with spiritual or Natural truth. The Indian scriptures 
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though have given, the real feature of mind and intellect, but today we fail to 
understand that and consequently it seems not applicable to the Modern 
research process in practice. To have this mechanism, in fact, we have to 
practice the spiritual business of mind to recognize the thing so far has not 
come to mundane affairs of research work. Thoug, it is easier to pass it over 
than to feel its potency for a common aspirant of research that influences his 
inquisitive block of mind that leads him to the qualitative approach of the 
research works. In my view today our great thinkers belonging to science, 
technology and the arts faculty directly or indirectly believe in super natural 
force of creative activities and discovery. It is other thing that they, in public 
give credit to extrinsic environmental condition in matter of research work. 
To some extent it may be true but the concept of genes, the concept of God 
particle and the concept of life related with soul principle, are ample factors 
that give grounds us to retrieve the metaphysical factors of research. 

 
Philosophical seed coat of the curiosity- 

 Curiosity is a natural operating instinct that comes from the nature or 
Supreme Being. It is here noticeable that Nature or in the theistic language of 
the Upanishadic literature the creation comes first from the supreme soul or 
Brahma. Then it comes that its subtle property of creative factors also sifts 
into human beings from that of soul as well as it penetrates its vast vista in 
other Nature’s substances for the further development and spreading of a few 
created things. Because of that central energy, in the viewpoint of scientists is 
developed variously according to the scientific process of Nature. It ultimately 
happens under the topological structure and time specified point of the 
changing system of energy. It is very easy to comprehend. For instance when 
flood comes and its natural flux keeps the water to one extent clean. This is 
happens under a point of meteorological time limits. Here wind, sunlight and 
the topological under a point of meteorological time limits. Here wind, 
sunlight and the topological structure of the land somewhat are responsible to 
keep the flowing water clean. But the same thing when gets changed the water 
becomes stagnant that becomes deformed and polluted under the same 
organic status of climate. Here chemistry of the climate becomes reactive that 
makes the same water out of use or makes it useful in different way. As a 

Nepali poet says-  to mean-the flowing 

water remains purified while the stored water becomes impure. In both cases 
the rainy water may be supposed as development of the energy of water. 

 This is the case also applicable to the creative system of the Nature or 
Supreme soul. The seed of curiosity we find first in the supremebeing and that 
very seminal element becomes the part and parcel of human beings also. By 
that way even the curiosity of supreme soul or Nature finds amplification and 
growth. Now the curiosity of supreme soul comes to be developed into the 
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forms of various curiosities of Human beings. For instance we can observe 
scientifically the concept of genesis depicted in Brihadaranyakopanishad, as 

such-  (1,4,3) here the word, 

 = Desired or intended (or Prajapati was curious) to know the way how to 

expand himself into another form. He was wistful to find himself created and 
was curious to know the way to make himself multiplied that ultimately 
brings to light the method for the same. Here it is noticeable that this is the 
curiosity by which Prajapati developed the method of discovery of the world 
creation and development of the world into many fold. This very impression 
further developed in human beings also to explore the existing substance 
through the metaphysical research mechanism that is counted today a 
superstitious hypothesis by many a thinker in the field of research 
methodology. But in our Indian culture scientific research potency is very 
authentic and fruitful that needs proper way of practice of Yoga in terms of 
concentration, mediation and deliberation. 

 Because of that trinity of indigenous research methodology of India our 
fore fathers could develop so many scientific disciplines in the forms of Indian 
philosophies and other allied sciences in Sanskrit language. If the Vedic seer 
says that sun moves always alone then it shows that the sun is the first light of 
wisdom that reflects all things. This is also an example of the curiosity of our 
ancient seers. Debating on the conjectural matters of the Nature they adopted 
the way of austere penance and austere practice of Yoga. Because of that the 
seers of the Vedic literature are called the on lookers of the Vedic Mantras in 
which all the substances of Nature and Universe are stored. The word Mantra 
used conventionally for the Vedic cryptic stanzas are very significant for 
understanding the analytical wit of the Vedic seers. Swami Karpatri ji says 

‘  that menas the Vedic Mantras are the 

resultant fruit of the mental exercise of the Seers. But it is here not to be 
confused about the eternity of the Vedic Mantras. Here ¨ÉxÉxÉ means 
experimental exercise of the Received Vedic Mantras by the seers to bring the 
research mechanisms of the Vedic Mantras to light. Here it is noticeable that 
the system theory that has been a new paradigm in the field of scientific 
research stands with the cardinal ideology of the word-Mantra apart from its 
religious and liturgical phenomenon. The liturgical science is for the 
experimental study of the vedic literature that denotes the height of research 
mechanism developed by our ancient seers. 

 
Progenitors of curiosity- 

 It has been mentioned above that the curiosity is a natural exercise of 

the intellect that arises in appropriate condition. But that 

suggests the comprehensive study of the Veda. It is worthy to mention that the 



 2019 

 

  
      35 

 
  

simple study of the Vedas prepares mere a road map of curiosity to know 
something more from received crude materials. Until the engagement of the 
mind and heart and inquisitive faculty of the brain in the subjective and 
objective analysis the curiosity finds no occasion to show the positive 
outcome. Hence to keep these factors of mind intact and united the following 
points are worthy attention. 

 
Perfection in subject knowledge- 

 Perfection in subject knowledge means here grasping the basic sense 
and its variation in the light of exposition. The Sanskrit subject that has been 
streamed out multi dimensionally touches, near about all wings of literary 
aspect and human life system, today has been a typical subject of studies that 
need its full comprehension on the ground of the study of other subjects 
associated with it. The perfection of subjective knowledge is a very systemic 
process of study that draws attention of the students or aspirants their related 
subject. Perfection of knowledge is deeply rooted in systematic way of study 
and the system of practice of the subject of discipline. 

 People generally ignore the system of study depicted in our Shastra. 

For instance the manuals of the Vedas and the other associated books on 

moral conducts throw profuse light on this matter. There are prescribed rules 
of daily routine that boosts the grasping power of the students. Another thing 
is that a particular subject is found interlinked with other subject also. 

is a popular maxim which indirectly suggests that though 

the all gross elements or are partly connected with each other but 

maximum quantity of their causes their particular identity, addressed by 
particular names. Such is the case of a sincere study applicable to the specific 
subject. Today our students hardly understand this important clue of the 
receiving subjective knowledge. For instance a Vedic student hardly pays 
attention on the etymological and grammatical awareness, consequently, he 
fails to understand the real approach of a Vedic Mantra. In the same way a 
student of Sanskrit Grammar ignore the Vedic word formation technique 
depicted in Pratishakhyas and the other Vedic etymological learning. 
 
Practice for getting embedded the received subjective knowledge 

 The 2nd factor of the perfect knowledge is an art of study that embeds 
the received knowledge in one’s heart. Generally class teaching of today helps 
no students much in this crucial mission of grasping attitude. We know that 
variety mechanism of grasping subject. Today this is not minutely considered. 
For instance the semester system running today has been a common 
obligatory rule that brings not the expected result in the arts subject. 
Especially for the Sanskrit literature it is not useful. The Sanskrit literature 
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needs three stages of study that has been indicated by Acharya Yaska in his 
Nirukta in the context of the Vedic studies. For more clearance some Sanskrit 
manuals are necessarily to have been taken by heart by the students, such as 
Sanskrit lexicon and the like. 

 
Good Narrative skill 

 Good narrative skill derives from critical power of the deliberative 
faculty of mind developed through careful observation of the subject received 
through regular study. The Narrative skill stands with the enlightened 
subjective understanding that blossoms automatically to flash out the new 
findings. The process and sequence of that of Narrative skill has been termed 

as It means the soul, 

associated with received knowledge generates a desire to find something a 
new light of knowledge to enjoy a new phenomena from the inhered 
knowledge. Then to know the process for the same mind travels further more 
on its circuit getting the assistance of device available nearby and then 
activities (mental and physical, in the field of science and technology the 
experimental business starts to see the action nand reaction of the substance 
taken for study). When this process is fully furnished with facts, the tasting of 
outcome in the terms of fact found, starts to bring to light it as an authentic 
idea or perception. Here it is notable that this is the Narrative process of mind 
that flashes in upgraded mind subjectively. This is the thing that has been 

reflected by Mahabharat as it reads-  

That leads us towards the new phenomenon of 

the scientific Narrative skill beyond the perceptive knowledge of Dharma. 
Here the stanza of Mundakopanishad discloses the theory of good 

Narrative skill associated with the curiosity for invention and discovery that 
reads thus-  

 

Translating it Mr. ROBERT ERNEST HUME says- 
Two birds fast bound companions, 
Clasp close the self-same tree. 
Of these two, the one eats sweet fruit; 
The other looks on without eating. 

Though the Mantra of the Rigveda mentioned in Mundakopanishad, 
reveals the metaphysical height to teach illusive business of the material life 
and the way out of that but also it, in our synthesis of the research 
methodology reveals the keen sight of a deliberate researcher to see the 
matter with a particular angle of research. For more clearance it is here 
noticeable that the bird who has been shown uninterested in eating the fruit 
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stands as a great wisdom bearing individual soul and is wistful to know the 
fact of the material fruit that is transitory. He thinks if it (the eating fruit) is 
the permanent satiation of hunger? Here hunger means the material 
enjoyment that, in view of Veda, Upanishad, Geeta and Indian philosophies 
based on the Prasthantrayi  = trinity of (philosophical journey) is a like the 
fetter to bind human beings with the impermanent or transitory material 
world. The first bird who eats fruit represent the illusive world’s creatures 
who have no sense of spiritual fact of life and satiates his sensual needs, while 
his counterpart bird represent a community of spiritually perfect human 
beings who knows the result of the material enjoyment. 

He stands for the finding out the reason of it that binds us with the 
material enjoyment though transitory. This may be called the practice of 
narrative skill by which he is qualified to discover the philosophical truth in 
order to show way out of agony. The form of this Narrative process tought in 
the great Geeta as such 

 

Translating and commenting upon the stanza says  

it means knowledge 

becomes convered by the illusion hence rises not the deliberation in human 
mind. It denotes that in the wanting of accomplishment in subject the 
creatinve power does not arise and in this case the narrative skill stays in 
silent mode. Hence it comes that to have the narrative skill for a good research 
work in the want of proper meditation and deep thought the qualitative 
finding and the permanent solution of the problem as has been depicted in 
Samkhya could not be expected. Skill development is an art assisted by 
metaphysical exercise. Therefore the skill development also depends on the 
deep sense of study and metaphisycal practices. The modern research trend in 
India is not as couducive as we need. The another stanza of the Geeta clarifies 
that, attempt to find new thing fails not if properly initiated as it reads-

 

 

Translating the stanza says Swamiswaroopananda- 
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In this, there is no waste of the unfinished attempt, nor is there 
production of contrary results. Every very little of the Dharma protects from 
the great terror.40 

In this, O scion of Kuru, there is but a single pointed determination. The 
purposes of the undecided are innumerable and many branching.41 

Though these mottoes of the Geeta in fact reflect some grave spiritual 
terse but its significant sense travels variously and in this way also it may be 
taken as a theory of narrative skill that helps in research work being 
connected with curiosity. For more clearance these stanzas are indirectly 
encouraging for the research scholars to do their sincere effort to find a fresh 
finding by the help of spirituality. 

The purport is that though, through the modern mechanism of the 
research, the qualitative research may be produced but the Indian technique 
of the research depicted in our scripture based on metaphysics would be 
more lucrative and reaction less. 

There for it is concluded here that in the field of research work 
curiosity developed through received subjective knowledge, meditation, 
concentration and narrative skill pays a significant role in the arising sun of 
research. 

 
Place of curiosity in Sanskrit literature 

 From vedic literary stock, up to the classical Sanskrit corpus have 
emerged out from curiosity of the great Vedic seers and the posterior Sanskrit 
poets of higher rank. Here the higher rank quality of poets means the merits 
and deep deliberating and understanding mental power of the consummate 
poets of the Vedic literature and the classical Sanskrit literature. As we know 
that Indian literary tradition shows ample examples of that curiosity. 
Especially our Indian philosophies starts their voyage from multifarious 
diversions of curiosity. As we see that the mosrt of the Indian philosophical 
schools talk about CURIOSITY in the terms of JIGNYASA=desire to know 
something special inherent property of substance moving around us. A few 
instances are laid down here under- 

1. The Sankhya karika is a compendium on the oldest sankhya treaty 
that starts from curiosity such as- 

 

DUKHATRAYABHIGHATJJIGNYASA TADAPAHGHATAKEHETAU 
DRISHTAA SAAPARTHAACHENNAIKANTAATYANTATOBHAVAT 

Translating the stanza most revered Dr. Ganganath Jhaa sayas- 
There being (in the world) on impediment caused by the three 

kinds of pain (there arises) a desire for enquiry in to the means of 
alleviating them and if (it be urged that) the enquiry is superfluous on 
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account of (the existence of) obvious means, -- we reply that it is) not 
so; because these (latter) are neither absolute nor final. 

Here it is remarkable that the curiosity turns its rout when falls 
in material delivering of tragedy or pain arises. At that time it takes the 
form of desire differing from the natural curiosity of feeling like streak 
of the natural scene. So here DUKHATRAYABHIGHATAJJIGNYASA-has 
been mentioned. This very special type of curiosity frames map road 
for the detailed study of the Indian Philosophy-nearer to the study of 
Natures activities. Another important thing here is to realize that the 
Upanishads are the main source of Indian philosophies, so the 
discussion on the very point of the role of mind and speech regarding 
metaphysics there in sheds light on the Nature’s philosophy of 
Sankhya. 

The metaphysical and epistemological phenomena of the 
Upanishads are the main current of the grounds of the Indian 
philosophies. Hence the human psychology on the height which we see 
today is also a branch of Upanishadic metaphysics. In the eyes of the 
seers of the Upanishads psychology, metaphysics and logic are very 
closely connected internally. Why do we say 1+1=2, and 1-1=0 are the 
sum up-are also the subject of curious mind that may be calculated by 
the contextual circuit of human mind in the light of metaphysical 
pregnant remarks of the upnishds only. this all thing has been pointed 

out by the sentence  it also suggests that all 

calculation based on the modern scientific or mathematical aphorisms 
are neither permanent nor final. The Samkhya Sootra’s commentary 

also reveals the same view thus

rending this passage, the commentator J. R. Ballantyne says-“well, the 
great says, Kapila desirous of raising the world [from the Slough of 
Despond in which he found it sunk], perceiving that the knowledge of 
the excellence of any fruit, through the desire [which this excites] for 
the fruit, is a cause of people’s betaking themselves to the means 
[adopted to the attainment of the fruit], declares [as follows] the 
excellence of the fruit [which he would urge our striving to obtain]: 

Therefore it comes that the curiosity is a main source of all 

research work. The word- in Sanskrit also drops the same hint 

being in the state of Aatmanepada. 
2. Meemansa Sootra-Meemansa Sootras of the sage Jaimini is a most 

valuable book on the treaty of Indian epistemology. After getting a 
great toil of Vedic study by the past seers, in which all things related to 
domestic life routine (described by the Dharmshastra in detail) Vedic 
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rites’ utility is established as a treaty of practical philosophy by the 
jaiminy. The main subject of the Meemansa is Dharma. Dharma is a 
multi semantic word but as an Indian philosophical school it is fixed as 
the practical life philosophy of human beings and gives direction to our 
time immemorial Indian cultural heritage. This is the philosophy that, 
in my view, gives an eternal link of the business of spiritual knowledge 
with the business of human life system. 

It also protects the view poit of the Vedas and its each word’s 

significance. Hence it lays down the first aphorism thus 

 = Now, after the detail study of the Vedas the concept of 

Yajna = Vedic rituals and dharma existing in Vedic literature comes to 
the human mind to know in detail. This desire or curiosity propels 
mind to figure out the real image of Dharma. It is here worthy to 
mention that even curiosity of Dharma is also examined-that whether 
this type of curiosity if meaningful or futile? Today instead of criticizing 
the Dharma we should follow the idea of dharma given by our sages 
and prophets, because the points against Dharma are raised today in 
our society-have been already discussed and examined properly by the 
past seers and prophets and ultimately they found its utility lucrative 
out come for society. But here the main thing is to see the seminal 
strong hold of curiosity in the discovery of the great idea of Dharma. 
Dharma streams out mainly in to three channels to keep the world on 
right track and that are-Brahma=to know the Supreme Soul, to know 
the Jeva=individual soul and its relation with Brahma and world and 
thirdly to know the right nature of world. These all elements are 
studied by the Vedant Philosophy. 

3. Brahmasootra- 
Brahmasootra of Badarayana also intends to start out its 

mission of philosophical study from the same very seminal treaty of 
Jignasa=curiosity or desire to have something about Brahma what is 
not described systematically ye by the Meemansaphilosophy. It is very 
significant to note that the Vedant philosophy also goes ahead with the 
same torch to clear the way of Brahma. It rejects not the suit of 
Meemansa or purva meemansa philosophy initially, hence it prescribes 
the study of Vedic literature for the admission or initiation in to the 
Vedant philosophy. The scholars of the Vedant philosophy knows the 
obligatory value of the Vedas ant their ritual subjects. Also it is true 
that karma and jnan both are equally important for the human beings. 
The moral conducts prescribed in Dharmashastra for human beings 
pave the proper way to emancipation through the practice of Vedantic 
elements. Lt it be so, here main purpose of all this is mere to prove that 
Even the Vedant philosophy accepts the main role of Jignasa for the 
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study and practice of the Vedant philosophy. As it mentions 

 Commentary of Sankar takes it as- 

 Hence it is here remarkable that here also in 

Brahmsootra to find out the existence of Supreme Soul in first hand 
rising of curiosity is essential in aspirant of the Vedant Philosophy. 

 
It is here worthy to draw the attention of readers that the main 

building of research is erected on curiosity which develops logic and 
other mechanism in research work. The Arth Sangrah of 
Laugakshibhaskar indicates the process of research in the light of 

curiosity as such- It means if once 

curiosity arises it generates triplet of logic, device or means and 
process indicated by the Artha Sangrah. This triplet of research 
mechanism develops in to various methods of research. 

There are so many instances of the curiosity in the Sanskrit 
literature but here a few only have been presented to avoid prolixity. 
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logical connection of the words

 

 

 Statement of the Nyaya the 

constant and invariable concomitance of the Hetu (middle term)  

and Sadhya (Major term) of Indian syllogism 

expectancy or curiosity consistency
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is as follows 

After analyzing all words] re&arrange them such that the meaning of the 
verse is easier to comprehend-  
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form of words Subject form of 
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Basic Structure of a Treatise
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Father  Mother Brother Sister

Fater  Mather Bruder Shvester

Far  Mor  Bror  Søster 
Padre  Madre  Fratello Sorella

Pater  Mater  Frater  Soror

Pére  Mère  Frère  Sœur 

Patéras Mitéra  Adelfós Adelfí

Padar  Matematika Barodar Xohar

Vader  Moeder Broer  Zus 

Vater  Mutter  Bruder Schwester

Daughter

Tochter Dochter Datter Tokhter

Son 

Sohn Zoon Son Zun 
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James Drever - Adjustment means the modification to 

compensate for meet special conditions. 

Carter V. Good - Adjustment is the process of finding and 

adopting modes of behavior suitable to the environment or the changes in the 
environment. 

Shaffer - Adjustment is the process by which a living 

organism maintain a balance between its needs and the circumstances that 
influence the satisfaction of these needs.

djustment and 

Mental Health
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Colonial Alienation in NgugiwaThiong’o’s 
Decolonising the Mind 

 

Dr.Shweta Sood 
 

‘Decolonising the Mind’ is an African novel by Kenyan 

novelist and the post colonial theorist Ngugiwa Thiong. The 
book stands for the Ngugi theory of language in which 
language exists as culture and cultural is means of 
communication. Thiong, in this book of four essays on 
language debate and post colonial studies, has narrated how 
British colonial rule In Africa alienated people from their 
own language and culture. The author of this paper, Dr. Sood 
has made a brief study of the biographical volume of the 

Kenyan author. - Ed

 
ABSTRACT 

Colonialism, according to Ngugi, has distorted African realties by 
projecting the peoples of this continent as primitive and backward whereas 
Africa has largely contributed in terms of natural and human resources to the 
enrichment and development of Europe and America.The colonial system had 
its own pyramid of racial discrimination with a broad primary base, a 
narrowing secondary middle and an even narrower university apex.Colonial 
rule in Kenya, according to Ngugi, alienated people from their own culture and 
environment. And he blames the imposition of English for this. After a state of 
emergency was imposed in 1952 English became the medium of education in 
all Kenyan schools and proficiency in the language preceded the study of local 
languages, nature and environment. This pushed the Kenyan languages and 
culture into the background and led to alienation of the people from their 
roots. This is what Ngugi means by “colonial alienation.”   

 
Colonial Alienation in NgugiwaThiong’o’s Decolonising the Mind 

A novelist, dramatist, short story writer, essayist and critic, 
NgugiwaThiong’o was born on January 5, 1938 at Limuru in Kiambu District, 
Kenya to a family of small peasants. At the local Gikuyu school where he 
studied, Ngugi became an avid reader of English literature, Shakespeare and 
Dickens being his favourites. He experienced the effects of colonialism as 
Kenya was under British rule (1895-1963) at that time. His first novel, Weep 
Not, Child (1964) was about the Mau Mau War and East African culture. 
Subsequently he wrote his works in his mother tongue Gikuyu and translated 
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them into English. He has been described as the most significant exponent of 
East African culture and “a novelist of the people.” He left Kenya in 1992 and 
has been living in the United States since then.  

The book offers a distinctive study of anti-imperialist perspective on 
the "continuing debate...about the destiny of Africa" and language's role in 
both combatting and perpetrating imperialism and the conditions 
of neocolonialism in Africa. Decolonising the Mind is a blend of autobiography, 
post-colonial theory, pedagogy, African history, and literary criticism. Ngugi 
dedicated Decolonising the Mind "to all those who write in African languages, 
and to all those who over the years have maintained the dignity of the 
literature, culture, philosophy, and other treasures carried by African 
languages." 

In Decolonising the Mind, Ngugi talks of his upbringing, schooling and 
the emphasis that was placed on the teaching of English in preference to his 
native language Gikuyu. In the evenings the children would gather round the 
fireside and grown-ups would tell them stories, which they would share the 
next day with their co-workers in the fields owned by the European and 
African landlords. The stories were fables in Gikuyu about the birds and 
animals they could easily identify with; they were about struggles against the 
forces of nature and taught the children lessons in cooperation and fellow-
feeling in a hostile world. Stories about human beings taught them such 
qualities as courage, kindness, mercy, hatred of evil and concern for others as 
opposed to such negative traits as greed, selfishness, duplicity and working 
against the interests of the community. 

The British colonised Kenya in 1895 but they did not interfere with the 
system of education till 1952 when a state of emergency was declared in the 
country. All the local schools were taken over by District Education Boards 
run by Englishmen. From then onwards, English became the language of 
formal education. It became the only medium of instruction in Kenyan schools 
and all the other languages were relegated to a second place. Proficiency in 
reading, writing and speaking in English became the touchstone of a student’s 
intelligence even though he was not familiar with his own language and 
culture. This presented a distorted view of the African reality to the outside 
world. The status accorded to the English language and literature led to the 
neglect of the African languages and cultures. Students who were caught 
speaking in Gikuyu in the vicinity of school were punished with three to five 
strokes of cane on their bare buttocks or were made to carry a metal plate 
around their necks with inscriptions such as I AM STUPID OR I AM A DONKEY. 
The teachers caught the culprits through their informers from among the 
students themselves. These informers were given special benefits to identify 
the culprits and spy against the fellow students during, before and after 
school. As against this the ability to communicate in English was highly 
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rewarded. It was a measure of a student’s intelligence and proficiency in the 
disciplines of learning. English became the main determinant of a child’s 
progress up the ladder of formal education.  

The colonial system had its own pyramid of racial discrimination with 
a broad primary base, a narrowing secondary middle and an even narrower 
university apex. A student could cover these stages only if he knew English 
and could write and speak it fluently. No student could pass the Kenya African 
primary examination unless he had passed in English, no matter how good or 
competent he was in other subjects. Ngugi remembers a boy in his class who 
had distinctions in all subjects but failed in English. He ended up as a bus 
conductor whereas the author, who had only pass marks in other subjects but 
a credit in English, was sent to Alliance High School, one of the most elitist 
institutions for Africans in colonial Kenya. Thus English was the magical 
password to colonial elitedom. 

As a result, oral literature in Kenyan languages was discontinued and 
authors in English became Ngugi’s daily companions in the world of his 
imagination. Instead of fables about birds and animals, he now read Shaw, 
Rider Haggard, John Buchan, Alan Paton, Chaucer, T.S. Eliot and Graham 
Greene and many others. Literature took him farther from his roots – from his 
own world to other worlds.  

Brought up on the stories of fables in Gikuyu languages in his early 
years, Ngugi felt in harmony with his culture and environment. But the 
imposition of English as the medium of instruction and the emphasis placed 
on the language to the exclusion of native languages destroyed the African 
students’ harmony with their culture and environment. It also presented a 
distorted view of African reality to the outside world. When Ngugi started 
writing in his native language Gikuyu in 1977, he saw the shift as part of the 
anti-imperialist struggle as he wanted to present the real picture of his culture 
and environment. He firmly believes that Africa has contributed greatly in 
terms of natural and human resources to the development and enrichment of 
Europe and America, yet it is looked down upon by the so called civilised 
world. The continued use of English as a medium of communication has 
turned the African reality upside down. So if Africans write and communicate 
in their own languages and project their cultures in the proper perspective to 
the outside world it would go a long way in correcting the distorted view that 
is projected about their cultures and environment. Thus the adoption of his 
native tongue for creative writing is “part and parcel of the anti-imperialist 
struggles of Kenyan and African peoples” (Boehmer 12).  

He advocates for African writers to reconnect with their "revolutionary 
traditions" of anti-imperialism in Africa. 
I believe that my writing in Gikuyu language, a Kenyan language, an African 
language, is part and parcel of the anti-imperialist struggles of Kenyan and 
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African peoples... I want (Kenyans) to transcend colonial alienation... We 
African writers are bound by our calling to do for our languages what Spencer, 
Milton and Shakespeare did for English; what Pushkin and Tolstoy did for 
Russian; indeed what all writers in world history have done for their 
languages by meeting the challenge of creating a literature in them, which 
process later opens the languages for philosophy, science, technology and all 
other areas of human creative endeavors. 

— Decolonising the Mind (28) 
Ngugi started writing in his own language Gikuyu in 1977 after 

seventeen years of involvement in Afro-European literature because he 
wanted to go back to his roots, and he wrote his best works after that. These 
included a play I Will Marry When I Want, a musical drama, and three books 
for children and his acclaimed novels. He has been often asked why he has 
started writing in Gikuyu in preference to English. He has been accused of 
abandoning a world language like English as if he has done something 
abnormal in switching over to his own language. Ngugi is of the view that 
writing in Gikuyu, a Kenyan language and African language, is part and parcel 
of the anti-imperialist struggles of the Kenyan and African peoples. Why 
should their own native languages and cultures be always associated with 
something negative and backward? Why should they be symbols of 
underdevelopment and punishment? Why should the Africans be humiliated 
and looked down upon for writing in their own languages and projecting their 
own cultures? Ngugi does not want to see the Kenyan children growing up in 
the imperialistic imposed tradition of contempt for their own language and 
cultures. They must transcend this colonial alienation, learn and communicate 
in their native tongues. This will bring them closer to reality. 

Central to Decolonising the Mind is Ngugi’s "theory of language", in 
which "language exists as culture" and "language exists as communication": 
Language as communication and as culture are then products of each other. 
Communication creates culture: culture is a means of communication. 
Language carries culture, and culture carries, particularly through orature and 
literature, the entire body of values by which we come to perceive ourselves 
and our place in the world. How people perceive themselves and affects how 
they look at their culture, at their places politics and at the social production 
of wealth, at their entire relationship to nature and to other beings. Language 
is thus inseparable from ourselves as a community of human beings with a 
specific form and character, a specific history, a specific relationship to the 
world 

— Decolonising the Mind (16) 
Ngugi’s objective is to contribute towards the restoration of harmony 

in all the aspects and divisions of language so as to restore the Kenyan child to 
his environment. This will enable the child to understand it fully so that he is 
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able to change it for his collective good. He would like to see all the native 
language of Kenya produce a literature that would carry not only the rhythms 
of a child’s expression but also his struggle with society and nature. This will 
bring him in harmony with himself and his environment, as also enable him to 
understand and appreciate other people’s literatures and cultures better. 
Once a child is familiar with the all-Kenya national language (Kiswahili) and 
the languages of other nationalities, he will be able to understand the nuances 
of such languages as English, French, German, Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese 
and Spanish. For developing a proper perspective, it is essential that a child 
must first be conversant with his own language and culture. This is the 
rationale behind Ngugi writing in Gikuyu.   

Colonial rule in Kenya, according to Ngugi, alienated people from their 
own culture and environment. And he blames the imposition of English for 
this. After a state of emergency was imposed in 1952 English became the 
medium of education in all Kenyan schools and proficiency in the language 
preceded the study of local languages, nature and environment. This pushed 
the Kenyan languages and culture into the background and led to alienation of 
the people from their roots. This is what Ngugi means by “colonial alienation.”   

To sum up, colonialism, according to Ngugi, has distorted African 
realties by projecting the peoples of this continent as primitive and backward 
whereas Africa has largely contributed in terms of natural and human 
resources to the enrichment and development of Europe and America. Yet 
Africa is made to feel grateful for the scanty aid it receives from the developed 
world. One way to correct the distorted view of Africa is to project the 
realities in African languages and portray their rich culture to the outside 
world by men of letters belonging to the continent. This explains why from 
1977 onwards, Ngugi has started writing in his native tongue Gikuyu. This is 
part and parcel of the anti-imperialist struggle of his people to rationalise the 
upside down way of looking at Africa. 
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Einstein very emphatic-

cally pointed out that scientific laws may be discovered only through 
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Fritzof Capra

‘Problems must be seen as just different facets of one single crisis, 

which is largely a crisisi of perception. It derivers from the fact that most of us 
and specially our large social institutions subscribe to the concepts of an 
outdated worldview] a perception of reality inadequate for dealing with our 
overpopulated, globally interconnected world’. The web of life P.4

 

 

 

 

 Vedanta and modern Science, by Ajit Kumar Sinha Pp. 104-105.

 

 

 Vedanta and modern science, by Ajit Kumar Sinha.
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lnclusion Exclusion

Inclusive education while recognizing student’s vast 
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diversity, accepting them, gives every child the equal chance of cognitive, 

emotinal and creative development to the utmost

UNESCO Report
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 Social Problems

 Educational Problems

 Finantial Problems
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Open file on inclusive education : Support Materials 

for Managers and Administrators.

 Mobilize Opinion

 Build Concensus

 Carry out a Situation Analysis

 Reform Legislation

 Support Local Projects
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TERRORISM  IN SOUTH ASIA 
 

 Dr. Suman Singh 
 

Terrism is a new threat to the mankind. It is a type of was 

against non-combatant to generate fear in order to achieve a 
political or social aim. In South Asia, for some recent years, 
terrorist attacks have been conducted by the Islamic 
terrorists to establish a pure Islamic Society. It has made an 
unrest in the region and become a globle liability. In this 
paper, Dr. Singh, has made her best effort to define terrorism 
according to its nature. She had very carefully tried to find 
out the cause of terrorism and also made suggestions to wipe 

it out. Ed

 
“It is a natural law that when a vacuum is created somewhere in the 

atmosphere, at once a flow begins from an area of greater pressure. But while 
the flow starts from the area of greater pressure, the cause lies in the vacuum. 
It is the vacuum that creates the situation.” 

- Maharishi MaheshYogi (Bhagwad Gita ) 
Taking off from the above commentary, it is easy to draw that human 

experience over the millennia has shown, nevertheless, that whenever there is 
a vacuum in the affairs of humans, it is invariably and almost inevitably 
malevolent forces that rush in to fill the vacuum. This is quite evident with the 
emergence of terrorism in its gigantic proportion on the world scene in the 
post-cold war period after the demolition of communism. This new menace is 
now threatening the mankind. There is no country today in which at this 
moment someone is not discussing terrorism. The renewed anxiety about it 
dates back to 9/11 terrorist attacks. Since then nations have brought their 
own experiences, concerns and even policy differences to the  global war 
against terrorism. In the certain sense, third world war has started after 9/11, 
officially declared, legally sanctioned and actively pursued. It is the real world 
war of mankind, as everyone is involved. 

In this paper an attempt has been made to explore the frontiers of 
amorphous zone of terrorism in South Asia. As far as the conceptualisation of 
terrorism is concerned, it has in itself emerged as a problem as there is no 
universally acceptable definition of it. As ‘one man’s terrorist is another man’s 
freedom- fighter’. Different scholars have tried to come to terms with 
terrorism depending upon their ideological moorings. To cite few of them, 
Yonah Alexander, links terrorism with national security. To him, “Terrorism is 
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the use or threat of violence against random or civilian threats in order to 
intimidate or create generalized pervasive fear for the purpose of achieving 
political goals”. Paul Wilkinson makes a distinction between political 
terrorism and other forms of violence. Political terrorism, to Wilkinson is “the 
systematic use of murder and destruction, and the threat of murder and 
destruction in order to terrorize individuals, groups, communities or 
governments into conceding to the terrorists’ political demands”. The 
Department of State (U.S.) defined it as a “pre-meditated, politically motivated 
violence perpetrated against non-combatant targets by sub- national groups 
or clandestine State Agents, usually intended to influence an audience”. 

These definitions show the lack of consensus on what terrorism 
actually encompasses. There are, however, certain features common to all 
forms of terrorism. For instance, terrorism, in all its forms, is aimed to 
generate fear, panic and terror in the minds of the general public. It may be 
politically motivated or may emerge because of obscure ideologies or beliefs, 
the acts of terror may be perpetrated for political ends or for changing the 
cultural norms or religious ethos of a targeted country or a segment of 
population. Further, terrorism, unlike ordinary violence, employs inordinate 
lethal force against civilian targets to erode the political will of the targeted 
country, undermine the morale of the people, spread despondency and panic 
through catastrophic terrorist attacks. Moreover, terrorism is arbitrary and 
unpredictable as far as its effects are concerned. And it does not recognize any 
rules and conventions of war and geographical limitations. 

The spectre of terrorism has been transformed from peripheral issue 
in the 1970s to one of the foremost security challenges in the 1990s. In the 
post- cold war period, a new dimension was added to the genre of terrorism 
with the rise of the Islamic jihad. It has become a serious destabilizing factor 
in plural states. Unlike other terrorist groups whose goals are definable in 
distinct political terms, the goals of Jihadi elements are no less than to 
establish a pure Islamic society in the regions once ruled by Muslim rulers. 
Kashmir, Kosovo and Chechanya are a case in part. One of its horrific 
manifestations is the 11 September event which has shown that terrorism 
runs in the veins of radical religious belief. Out of the 100 active terrorist 
groups, 64 are identified as religiously motivated. 
 
Terrorism in South Asia: 

South Asia is likely to remain the main theatre of terrorist operations 
in the recent years to come. State sponsored terrorism for long term political 
objectives has assumed the form of protracted low- intensity conflict in South 
Asia. In recent years, 75 percent of all terrorism related casualties in the 
world occurred in south Asia. South Asia has been the major target areas of 
terrorism, insurgencies and separatist movements in comparison with other 



 2019 

 

        
209 

 
  

parts of Asia. Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh are facing serious 
terrorist threats. In South Asia, the number of fatal casualties in terrorist 
attacks is highest in the world; internecine ethnic, communal and separatist 
conflicts pose a serious threat to stability and inter-state relations in this 
region. Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Srilanka, Bangladesh are witnessing 
multiple conflicts in which ideological, ethnic, communal and political issues 
are intertwined.  

However, at this point, it’s very necessary to throw light on the fact 
that terrorism is in operation in this region under the façade of different 
terminologies and varies in its nature. To illustrate, they vary from a strident 
assertion of group identities as manifested in their demand for political 
independence, like that of the Nagas, Khalistanis (Punjab) and Jammu and 
Kashmir liberation Front in India and Pakhtunistan in Pakistan, to change in 
demographic equations triggered by both intra-country induced and external 
migration like that of Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh and Assam in India. 
They also range from the practice of internal colonialism as manifested by 
constant regional disparity as in Balochistan, Pakistan, to the demand for 
political independence by the Srilankan Tamils in the north-east of Srilanka; 
and brutal and massive human rights violations ranging from social 
discrimination and disenfranchisement as in southern Bhutan to economic 
alienation manifested in naxalite movements in Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Bihar etc. 

Further, this also includes the ethno-cultural discrimination and 
alienation as in the case of Muhajirs in Pakistan, extreme regional disparity 
and the attempt to bring about structural changes in the polity by the Maoist 
elements in Nepal and historical dislocations and poor post- independence 
adjustments as in Nagaland in India. Moreover, the irony is that these South 
Asian countries have also been clearly involved in encouraging, hosting and 
aiding terrorists from neighbouring countries. The ULFA’s presence in Bhutan, 
insurgents in Bangladesh and the well known support extended by Pakistan to 
terrorism activities in Jammu and Kashmir are blatant manifestation of cross- 
border abetment of terrorism. The worst part is that the increasing 
coordination of the terrorists, insurgents and radical groups with their 
counter parts in neighbouring countries has added a critical dimension to the 
entire management of militancy or terrorism in South Asia.   

 
Causes: 

At this juncture, today, there is a compelling need for an honest 
introspection as to why such spells of terrorism took place at more frequent 
intervals. Many questions are posed: what makes the average citizen become 
an active member of a terrorist organization? Is it the absence of political and 
civil rights? Is it the belief that no possible redress is possible? Is it a 
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repressive state, one that tortures and systematically violates the political, 
civil and personal Liberty, rights of its citizenry? And what is the way to deal 
with it? Can the bombings in Iraq, Afghanistan, by sole super power be 
justified where thousands of innocents have lost their lives? Why pre-emptive 
strike should be the monopoly of a single state? What about the other states 
who have been the real victim of this menace? Is the resolution 1373 backed 
by US brought forth in Security Council is really going to work when, the UN 
always dances to the tunes of U.S.? 

A bad situation cannot be simply wished away. The need is to address 
the root causes. Some of which could be visualised are: 

 Social discontent produced by economic and social deprivation of 
the masses. 

 Demographic explosion that has produced a huge bulge of 
urbanized unemployed young men. 

 Feelings of nationalism when peaceful movements are suppressed 
by brute force. 

 Dispossession, human-rights abuse, alienation and humiliation on 
different counts. 

 State-Terrorism. 
 Failure of political management or governance to meet the 

aspirations of people. 
 Clash of values, especially associated with ideological or religious 

terrorism. 
 Process of globalization which according to some scholars has 

resulted in economic instability, volatile social situations and has 
incited economic devastation, ethnic hatred and genocidal violence 
throughout the world. 

 
Suggestions: 

The menace of terrorism has engulfed the entire fabric of the region 
and has disrupted the entire administrative structure of the country as the 
massive amount of budget is allocated to defence. According to an estimate, a 
5 percent cut in military spending can finance the entire agenda of South Asia 
for basic social services and credit to the poor. Terrorism has become a reality 
today and the need is to wage war against it. Some of the suggestions which 
can be put forth to retrieve of this sorry state are enumerated as follows: 

 The threat of terrorism is unstructured, immensely complex, 
constantly changing in form and tactic, and significantly 
unpredictable. To counter it, it will be necessary to confront the full 
magnitude of the dynamics of terrorism- the proliferation of small 
arms, the complicity of the arms industry and of its sponsoring. 
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 The war against terrorism in its present dominant forms, 
substantially, though not exclusively, a war against global pan-
Islamist terror-is an ideological war, and demand responses at the 
level of ideas. 

 Terrorism is an ideologically neutral and global method of warfare: 
while a single ideological form of terrorism-Islamist fundamentalist 
terrorism-appears to comprise the most urgent and widespread 
contemporary threat, it is necessary to recognize that terrorism is 
in no way uniquely tied to this ideology and has been, and 
continues to be, adopted as a favoured method of warfare and state 
destabilization by a wide range of actors who are unrelated to 
“Islamism”. 

 Terrorism, moreover, is not the problem of its victim societies 
alone. Its impact reverberates across the globe. ‘A victory of 
terrorism anywhere in the world is the victory for terrorism 
everywhere’. This necessitates the states to view it as a common 
problem and should go for joint and co-ordinated effort. To quote 
MacIntyre, “the future is being determined by our actions today. 
And the smell of blood could draw a number of scavengers too 
timid to attack by themselves, adding to our problems and making 
attribution and retaliation very difficult”. 

 
South Asian context:         

 Regional consensus to meet the threats of trans-national, cross-
border, domestic, cyber, chemical, biological and nuclear or 
radiological terrorism. 

 Awareness of the threats at the regional level is increased and co-
ordinated efforts are made to track down terrorists operating in the 
region. 

 Permanent organizations are created to develop regional 
programmes for countering terrorism. 

 Assets and financial resources for countering terrorism are pooled. 
 Combined action programmes and fine tuning of missions. 
 Access to the human and material sources is denied to the terrorist 

and their active supporters. 
 The need is to reconstruct a failed state i.e. reforms are sought at 

different fronts like political, judicial, administrative, socio-
institutional, human. 

 To construct a government that is decent, responsible, consensual 
and ultimately democratic. 

 To address the injustices and inequalities whether social, economic 
or political. 
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 SAARC forum has to be made vibrant; this is possible only when 
SAARC regional convention on the suppression of terrorism is 
pursued with political will and commitment by the member states. 

 
Conclusion: 

Thus, combating and defeating international terrorism is clearly not a 
singular end in itself, but is essentially required to pursue the larger global 
agenda of advancing the cause of democracy, or building civil societies, or 
overcoming the crisis in governance, or the challenge of globalization and the 
multitude of non-military threats excoriating international security. 

Moreover, economically developed, politically stable and conflict-free 
South Asia is conducive not only for the members of the region but can be an 
asset for the international community and sure guarantee for international 
peace and security. Moreover, though the war against terrorism seems to be 
dream today, however the optimism of a successful venture by mankind over 
it in the near future could not be ruled out.  
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Sanskrit, the proud Indian Language, is the Mother of all the 

languages of the world. It is the proven language of science. 
It is a regret to say that there is no such effort made by the 
Govt. of various Indian States to popularize Sanskrit where 
as it has become the most wanted research subject in the 
foreign universities. Owing to the educational condition of 
the nation, the auther, has reflected her brain how to 

improve Sanskrit eduction, in this chapter. Ed

 


